BOROUaH  OF  BECCLES 


j: 


j:  Al^TCJAL  REPORT  ■ ; :.J  : 

FOR  THE  TEAR  1948  - 

OF  THE  - , • ■ -cm.k!  :: 

I'lEDICAL  OFFICp  OF  HEALTH 

..-•if' 

(ALAiNl  A.  GILMOUR,  M.D.  , Ch.B,  , D.P.H. ) 


The  Mayor,  Aldeimen  and  Burgesses 
of  the'  Borough  'of  Bee  cl  e s . " ‘ 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1948.: 


I_have  the  honour  to  .submit  ray  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


It  has  been  a great  source  of  satisfaction  to  report  on 
the  success  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  since  moving  to  new 
Quarters;  premises  itilch  although  not  perfect,  have  given, 

I am  sure,  encouragement  to  all  those  who  give  of  their  lielp 
towards  this  work*  ' - 


I must  now  acknowledge  once  more  ray  indebtedness  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  all  other  officials 
andmembers  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  assistance 
during  the  course  of  the  past  twelve,  months* 


GEiTERAL  STATISTICS 


Area,  (in  acres) 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of 
the  population  (mid  1948) 

Ho*  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value 
Rate  in  the  Pound 


2017  acres 

6752 

2285 

£38,376. 

20/-d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Legitimate  Live.  Births 
Illegitimate 
Total  Live  Births  ~ 
Legitimate  and 
Illegit  ima^te 


Tot  al 

102 

6 


Males  ■ . Females 


54 

L 


48 


108 


58 


50 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  ~ 


15.9 


— - 

Total-  -• 

Males 

Females 

Stillbirths  : Legitimate 

Illegit  irnate 
Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 
(England  and  Wales  O.42) 

2 

1 

1 

27.8 

0.45 

1 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  - Nil 

Infantile  Mortality 

Total  oj  r 

■ Males 

Females 

Logit irnate 
Illegit  irnate 

3 

1 

2 

1 

V*. 

1 

__3_ 

1 

gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
1,000  live  births.  . 

of  37.03. 

per 

Causes  of  Infajit  Deaths 

Suffocation  1 

••  'X  . Bronchopneumonia  and 

Congenital  Debility  1 

Lobar  Pneumonia  and 
Congenital  Debility  1 

C ongen i t al  Mai f o miat ion  1 

4 


Total 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Causes  of  Death 

Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

IntraoraniaJ.  vascular  lesions 

Violent  causes 

Ulcer  of  stomach 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Cerebro- spinal  meningitis 

Venereal  disease 
Diabetes 
Appendicitis 
C ong  on  i t aJ  Mai  f or  mat  i on 
All  other  causes 


Males  Females 


44  46 

13.3  . 

Males  Fan  ales 

10  18 

10 
8 
1 
1 
2 

1 . . 


1 
1 

1 

5 3 


44  46 


TOTAL 


ComparativG  Table  for  Past  Five  Years 


1944  1945 


Population 

Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1,0CX) 
Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Infant  Deaths 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Cancer  Death  Rate 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 


6274 

5828 

129 

110 

20.56 

18*87 

85 

101 

13.5 

23*25 

18*18 

2.07 

1*71 

0.31 

0*68 

— 

• 

England 

Lon- 

1946 

1947 

0* 

1948 

Wales 

1948 

don 

1948 

6019 

6158 

6752 

124 

138 

. ,108. 

— 

20.6 

22*4 

‘ 15.9 

17.9 

20.1 

100 

109 

90 

— 

16.  b 

17*7 

13.3 

10.8 

11.6 

r 1 0 

56.54  57*97 

4 

37.03 

■'  34 

■51 

0.03 

2*b- 

,2.2  . 

“ 

0.33 

0.16 

0.29 

— 

Comment  on  Statistics  foi*  the  Year 


1.  The  population  shows  an  increase  of  594  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year*. 

2.  The  birth  rate  shows  a considerable  decline  from  tlje  two 
previous  post-war  years* 

3. -  The  infantile  death  ra.te  shows  decline  from  the  high- figure 

returned  in  1947.  • 


MATERNITY  .\1TD  CHILD  lEIiF ARE 

' ' ' ' ■■■  ■■  ■ I 

The  Welfare  Clinic  is  now  conducted  in  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Hall,  Blyburgate*.  These  premises  have  already 
proved  to  be  a most  definite  asset  towards  the  conduction  of 
such  child  welfare  work.. 

IToo  increase  in  the  number r of  a„t tendances  is  partly  due 
to  these  improved  quarters,  but  in  particular,  to  the  keen 
interest  shown  in  this  work  by  tlie  health- visitor,  district 
nurses  and  a most  admirable  team  of  voluntary  workers  for  whose 
loyal  services  no  praise  is  too  high. 


HEALTH  PROPAGAITDA 


, Leaflets  issued  by  the  Central  Council  of  Health  Education, 
dealing  with  the  simple  aspects  of  hygiene,  positive  health, 
common  Infectious  diseases  and  minor  ailments  were  distributed 
to  those  attending  the  clinic. 


It  is  felt _ that  the  information  and  advice  given  in  such" 
simply  worded  literature,  coupled  with  verbal  admonition  ard 
instrucbion  from  the  doctor  and  nurses  in  attendance,  should 
prove  helpful  to  many  mothers. 
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mmms  attending  clinic 


U]S^  r oricj,, -ye  ar. : - 

■ — •’•Nor'OT''  f fTst"  attend ancGs'  - 

, No.  "Of;  subsequent  attendances 

1 5 yeq^rs:- ^ ■.vL.  , .. 

No.  of  first  att'endrancGs 
No,  . 'Of  subsequent  at  tondajice's 

Total  No.^  -of  attendances 

No.  of  caisultat ions  with  doctor 

No.  of  children  immunised 

No.  of  sessions 

Average  weekly  attendance 


1948 

1947 

1946 

112 

Tl' 

957 

■ 7494; 
- 1. 

3B8 

1 18 

id" 

'4^  21 

■ 209 . 

- 

305 

129&  ■' 

1129' 

" • 745 

408- 

. .. 

319 

133 

- 92 

. 33 

n 51 

48 

50 

25.4 

i ;r  - 

23.5 

14TB 

It  is  again  grOotifying  to  note  the  la.rgV-'in&re-ase-  of 

attendances  made  by  children  of  under  one  yeax,  of . age.  This  , 

is  the  age  group  that  , we  prwrt  icul'^rly  msh  to\httrabt  toAthe 
clinic,  as  the  mother  who  comi'nences  to  bring  the  child  as  a 
br^by  is  the  more  likely  to  continue  attending^ until  school  age 
is  reached  -and  routine  school  medical  inspection  can' tahe  the,* 
place  of  periodic  examination  at  the  infant  welfare  centre. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  year  was  again  remarkably  free  fromUall  Infectious 

disease.  The  only  cases  notified  being-2-Measles-and‘“-orcer 

Whooping  Cough,  . 

As  in  previous  years  a number  of  Measles,  and  Whooping  '■.'1 
Cough  cases  were  intima.ted  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the.  various 
schools  in  Beccles,  but  were  not  otherwise  notified. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCaMODATION 


During  the  year  no  cas.es  wei’e  found  to  be  in  need  of 
isolation  treatment  af  Lowestoft  Hospital, 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  treatment  of"  these  diseases  continues  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  V.D.-- Clinic,  Lowestoft  and  North  Suffolk  Hospital. 


AIvIBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  motor  ambulance  of  the  St.  ^John’s  Ambulance .Brigade 
is  available  for  the  removal  of  all %on-^ infect ioUs  cases. 
This  service  is  entirely  satisfactory. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMI^/IUNISATION 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  .was  caxried  out  at  the 
various  schools  within  the  Borough  and  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic, 

The  f ollowing'’^figures  are  supplied  by  the  East  Suffolk 
Public  Health  Department  with  regard  to  the  number  of  children 
immunised  in  Beccles, 
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Pre-School  population  (O-4)  Mid.  194B  59^ 

School  population  (5“14)  Mid.  1948 

Percentage  pre-school  children  immunised  38*9 

Percentage  all  children  immunised  67.0 

With’  regard  to  the  pre-school  figures,  it  must  he  remembered 
that  this  percentage  is  based  on  the  total  number  of  pre-school 
children  (O-4I,  residing  within  the  Borough  and  that  children  are 
not  eligible  for  immunisation  until  after  they  have  attained 
nine  months  of  age.  If  this  fact  is  taken  into  account,  it  • 
will  be  obvious  that  the  percentage  of  pre-school  children 
immunised  in  preportion  to  the  number  of  children  eligible  for 
immunisation  is  considerably  higher  than  the  figure  given,  but 
still  open  to  improvement. 

Reinforcing  or  "booster"  doses  continue  to  be  given  at 
the  various  schools, 

Wo  single  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  course 
of  the  yea^r. 


DIPHTHERIA  AlWITaXIN 


Diphtheria...  ant  it  oxin,  which  is  provided  to  general 
practitioners  for  therapeutic  and  prophylactic  purposes -is 
stored  at  the  Beccles  War  Memorial  Hospital  and  is  available 
at  all  times# 


smiMim  POOL 


Following  the  receipt  of  unsatisfactory^  bacteriological 
reports  on  the  periodic  sampling  of  river  water  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Swimming  Pool,  the  Pool  was  closed  on 
June  17th,  1948, 

The  Pool  was  reopened  some  six  weeks  later  when  further 
examination  of  water  samples  proved  that  the  present  source 
of  pollution  ha,d  been  a.dequately  deaJt  with# 

Up  to  a point  this  was  satisfactory,  but  it  must  by  this 
time,  be  obv’-ious  to  any^  progressive  community  who  are  not 
content  with, conditions  tolerated  in  a previous  generation, 
that  such  should  not  be  countenanced  in  ours# 

The  present  Swimming  Pool  situated  as  it  is,  on  or  rather 
in,  a tidal  water  to  which  access  of  sewage  is  permissable  from 
many  sources,  can  never  be  a satisfactory  proposition. 

The  water  in  a Swimming  Pool,  should  be  of  the  same  quality 
as  that  of  drinking  water.  That  cannot  be  said  of  the  present 

Pool. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register  - 


Jiales 

Fern, ale  s 

Total 

Pulmonary 

13 

Q 

22 

Won-Pulmonary 

4 

I 

11 

33 
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During,  tile  year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  tde  following 
cases  were  either  added  to  or -removed  from  the  Register,  ’■ 


Males  Females  Tptal 

No.  of  ne^'^  not  if  iCrat  ions:  - ' ■: 

Pulmonary  . 4 - ■ -4. 

Non-PulmOnary  -1  > .•  i.l  ; 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  Register:- 
Pulmonary-  - 

Non-Pulmonary  ■ '■  . - , - ' ~ . 

No.  of  cnsos  ^jdded  otherwise 

Pulmona.rj^  ' - " - .. 

Non-Pulmona..ry  1 . - 1 

TOTAL  ~T 


No.  of  cases  recovered:- 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmon^ ry 

No.  of  cases  died:- 

Pulmonary  2 

Non-Pulmonary  1 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  area:- 
Pulmonnry 
Non-Pulmona.ry 


TOTAL 


2 

1 


3 


This  leaves  the  following  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  ye  car,  ' ' 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary  h' 

15 

9 

24. 

Non-Pulmonary 

7 . 

12 

TOTAL 

.36 

This  is  an  increase  of  three  ea.ses  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year. 

7 cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year.' 

The  ages  of  the  three  cases  which  died  were  60,  53  39 

re  spec  t ive  ly . ■ r c,,'-  • - : 

As  was  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  the  hospital  and 
sanatorium  axcommodation  for  cases  of  tuberculosis  still  remains 
inadequate.  There  has  however,  been  some  definite  improvement 
in  this  respect  during  the  course  of  the  past  12  months. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  by  the  Beccles  Waterwork 
Company  is  2,478. 

A recent  certificate  of  analysis  is  ^pended  below.. 


Grains  per  Gallon 

- parts  pe' 

Total  Solids  in  Solution 

100,000 

Amonia  - 

Free  and  Saline 

0.003 

0.004 

Albuminoid 

0.002 

0.003 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

6, 8 

9.7 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

nil 

nil 

Nitrates 

nil 

nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  0.019 

0.027 

Hardness  - 
Total 

■23^ 

33 

Permanent 

10.7° 

15.3 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Colonies  per  Bacillus 
ml,  on  agar  Present 
at  370  c.  in 


Colif orm 
Absent 
in 


None 


100  ml 


REMxlRKS ; This  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water  of  good 
organic  and  bacteriological  quality  and 
quite  fit  for  drinking  and  all  the  purposes 
of  a public  supply. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  mAT  INSPECTION 


Slaughtering  is  restricted  to  one  slaughterhouse  within 
the  Borough. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  routine 
inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  Mea^t  Inspector. 


PU-BLIC  KEilLTH  OFFICERS 

MedicaJ  Officer  of  Health  : Dr.  Alan  A.  Gilmour,  M.D. , Cli.B.  , j 
Sanitary  Inspector  : Mr.  C.  L.  Hamby,  M.  I.M.CY.E, 

Meat  Inspector  : Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  M.R. C.V.S. 

I a'l,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


May  17th,  1949- 
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